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ratha fiala, aithe slana ; bretha fira, fadhoin innraca ; taith- 
isc michair ; vies ar dilmuin ; foghhim gach ndana ; eoluscech 
mberla ; tagra go b-fasuirjltibh ; brethenmas co rosy a, tabhairt 
n-almsan, trocairifri bochf.uibh ; geill fri brethoibh, nadmana 
innraca ; eistect fri Sruithibh, buidhre ri daescar-shluagh ; 
esughadh crichi ar ceck ?i-olc, Sfc. 8fc. Deck do les tuaithe 
ind sin uilL 

"O grandson of Con, O'Cormac," said Cairbre, «' what 
is good for the welfare of a country ?" 

" That is plain," said Cormac:" Frequent convocation of 
sapient and good men to investigate its affairs, to abolish 
each evil, and retain each wholesome institution: to attend 
to the precepts of the elders ; let every Senad (assembly of 
the elders, J be convened according to law ; let the law be in 
the hands of the nobles ; let the chieftains be upright, and 
unwilling to oppress the poor ; let peace and friendship reign 
—mercy and good momls, union and brotherly love ; heroes 
without haughtiness — sternness to enemies, friendship to 
friends; generous compensations, just sureties; just decisions, 
just witnesses ; mild instruction ; respect for soldiers; learn- 
ing every art and language; pleading with knowledge of the 

Fenechas (the JBrehon law ;) decision with evidence ; 

giving alms, charity to the poor; sureties for covenants ; lawful 
covenants ; to hearken to the instructions of the wise, to be 
deaf to the mob ; to purge the laws of the country of all 
their evils, &c. &c. All these are necessary for the welfare 
of a country." , 

A ua chuind, a Ckorhmaic, ol Cairbre, caidc edlia Flatha 
acos cuirmthigki? 

Qosda urn Degliflaith la Samna do lochranduibh, luthbhas 
im sochuidhe ; samhughadh suidhe ; soichlidhe do dhailemJi- 
nuibh; dianlandi ic fodail, fochruibe ic timthiracht, mesntgkadh 
senma, sgelughadh ngairid ; gnidsfailidh,failtefridamhuibh; 
coigelt.a binne, Sfc. Itiad sin edha Flatha sceo cuirmtldghi. 

i( O grandson of Con, O'Cormac," said Cairbre, "what 
are the duties of a prince at a banquetting house?" 

A prince, on Saman's day, (1st of November,) should 
light his lamps and welcome Ins guests with clapping of hands ; 
procure comfortable seats ; the cup-bearers should be respect- 
able, and active in distribution of meat and drink ; let there 
be moderation of music ; short stories ; a welcoming counte- 
nance ; failte for the learned; pleasant conversations, &c, 
These are the duties of the prince, aud the arrangement of 
the banquetting. house." 

Cid as a n-gabtar Rig for Tuathuibh seed clandaibh sceo 
cindeluibh ? 

A febh crotha, sceo cineuil sceo ergna ; a gais, a h-6rddn, a 
h-irlabhra, a ucri imgona, seed sochrulde. 

" For what qualification is a king elected over countries, 
and tribes, and people ? 

From the goodness of his shape and family, from his ex- 
perience and wisdom, from his prudence and magnanimity, 
from his eloquence, bravery in battle, and '.from the numbers 
of his friends. 

Caidhe techta Flatha 9 

Rob* sobuidh, rob' soges, rob soagalmka, rob* bega, rob* mora, 
rob' dian, rob' fasaidh, rob jili, rob fcini, rob gaeih, rob gar- 
tachy rob sogmudhc,rob sochruidhe rol>* maeth, rob cruaidh, rob 
carthack, rob coinirclech, rob* feigh,r obfeidili rob ainmnedhach, 
rob fir en, rob' ainiech torgbhaladh fabhra; beiredh firbhretha, 
biathadh cech n dilecht, misgnighedh goi, caradh firinne, rob* 
derjnadach uile, rob* cuimhnech maithusa, rob 1 shiaghach i- 
ndalaibh, rob* uathadh sanitise, rob* soirche fri gnais, rob* 
grian Tight Midhclmarta ; rob* data sceo airechta ; rob* ser- 
each sceo ergna, rob* cuimrectcch uile ; rabdar midhe each iar 
na miadh ; rob* dluthech nadmann, rob* aithe etroma a bhretha 
sceo o choighrtha. Ar is trias na techtuibh si midhlghter High 
sceo Flaitlu ■ 

< What are the qualifications of a prince ?" 

" Let him be vigorous, easy of access, and affable ; let him 
be humble, but majestic ; let him be without (personal) blemish; 
let him be a (FileaJ a hero, a sage ; let him be liberal, serene, 
and good-hearted ; mild in peace, fierce in war ; beloved by his 
subjects; discerning, faithful and patient ; righteous and ab- 
stemious; let him attend the sick; let him pass just judg- 
ments; let him support each orphan; let him abominate 
falsehood ; let him love truth ; let him be forgetful of evil, 
mindful of good ; let him assemble numerous meetings; let 
him communicate his secrets to few : let him be cheerful with 
his intimates ; let him appear splendid as the sun at the ban- 
quet in the house of Midhchurta, (Meecoorta i. e. the mid- 
dle house at Tarah) ; let him convene assemblies of the no- 
bles ; let him be affectionate and intelligent ; let him depress 



evils, let him esteem every person according to his honour 

close sureties — let him be sharp but lenient in his judgments 
and decisions. These are the qualifications by which a Kin" 
and Chieftain should be esteemed." 

John O'Uoxovam. 



COPY OF A LETTER 

FHOM CHARLES o'CON'OIl, ESQ., TO JOHN PINKERTON, ESQ. 
Ex autog; pent?s J. Weale, Esq. 

( We have gteat pleasure in presenting our readers 
with the following interesting and important letter of the 
venerable Charles O'Cunor, of Belanagar, to John Pin- 
kerton, the celebrated Scottish historian" which has been 
given to us by a valued and respected friend. The opinions 
expressed in it, are those of his most mature aa'e, and we 
consider it as one of the most curious and valuable critical 
documents we have met with on the ancient history of our 
country— a subject which is still open to and well deserves 
the investigation of the learned. 

From Belanagar, near Roscommon, 
April 4, 17S6. 

Sm,— Through the kindness of my Lord Bishop of Dro- 
more, and the conveyance of my learned friend, Mr. Walker, 
an officer in -our Irish Treasury, I this week received your 
letter of the 13th of March. It gratified me to find a gentle- 
man of your candour and abilities employed on the antiquities 
of the ancient Scots, a distinct people, among the other various 
tribes inhabiting our Britannic Isles; and it would add highly 
to my gratification if I could supply you with any useful docu- 
ment on the subject — a subject of importance, but lomr under 
a cloud, thickened by prejudices from your country, as" well as 
from our own. Luckily those prejudices begin to subside 
here — a circumstance which encouraged me to draw up a 
Prospectus, on the Origin, Civil Government, and Manners 
of the ancient Scots in their heathen state. How it will be 
received in the Committee of Antiquities, belonging to our 
Royal Irish Academy, I know not. It may fail of giving 
satisfaction from such hands as mine ; but I "doubt not of its 
success when the subject falls into better hereafter. This I 
am bold to assert, for some materials of authentic information 
are still preserved among us. I say some materials, for roost 
of our historical details are irrecoverably lost. Our archives, 
deposited in the monasteries of Ireland, have been consumed 
in the fires of the heathen barbarians of the North, who, in 
frequent incursions despoiled France, Britain, and Ireland, in 
the 8th and 9th centuries. They demolished our nurseries of 
learning; and it was only on the reduction of their power here, 
that some Irish patriots have set about collecting as much of 
our historical wreck as escaped. A collection has been made ; 
but some of the collectors wanted critical skill in their choice', 
they, however, wanted not the art of flattering the vanity of 
a declining nation, by following such documents as gave the 
Scots too high an antiquity in this island. In consequence, 
they published genealogies, with redundant generations, and 
gave us a corresponding catalogue of kings, who only obtained 
their titles by the courtesy of their several factions. They 
are confounded with the few monarchs who had a legitimate 
election from the concurrence of the majority of the nation ; 
and these injudicious publishers have put our titular kings in 
succession to each other, as a son would succeed to a father 
in modern monarchies. Such was the art employed to gain 
the Scots a high antiquity, thoroughly inconsistent with the 
state of affairs in Europe before the commencement of the 
Persian Empire. This fabric, therefore, of technical genealo- 
gies and technical succession of 90 kings before the Christian 
Era, cannot stand; and your countryman, Mr. Innes (a priest 
of the Scotch College in Pans) has sufficiently exposed its 
weak foundation, though in other respects a very mistaken 
writer. To Giolla Colman, and Flan, of Bute Abbey, we 
owe the publication of the Begal List I mentioned. They 
were esteemed as able antiquaries by the majority of their 
contemporaries, in the eleventh century ; and the majority 
since their time (even our learned O 'Flaherty) have adopted 
a popular error. I have done so in my youth, but, on meeting 
with better guides, I am not ashamed to retract. 

In the Annals of Tigernach, and other ancient documents, 
I found that our more authentic notices are to be deduced 
from the building of Eamania, in Ulster, about 200 years be- 
for the Christian Era. The seven generations of Ultonian 
princes mentioned in the interval, prove the calculation to be 
pretty exact Of what passed in Ireland before this Eamanian 
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era, little is known, except a few capital facts, such as the 
expedition of the Scots from Spain to Ireland, about 500 
years before the birth of our Saviour ; the legislation of Ol- 
lamh Fodhla, and his erection of apartments for the College 
of Fileas at Teamor, where they continued undisturbed under 
every revolution, and from thence spread with equal immuni- 
ties through the neighbouring provinces. These were facts 
which were too big for oblivion in any country where the ele- 
ments of literature were cultivated. These elements were 
imported from Spain, where native Scytho-Celtes held inter- 
course with the Phenicians, and their Carthaginian posterity. 
It was in memory of these intercourses they took occasionally 
and ostentatiously the name Phenii. Hence the dialect 
among them called the Phenian (the language of their juris- 
prudence, preserved to this day, but not understood by me or 
any other Irish scholar in this kingdom), nnd hence the num- 
ber of Phenician terms discovered by Coll. Vallancey in our 
old intelligible writings. 

Through the lights obtained by the Scots (in a part of the 
continent where the Phenicians had lasting settlements), they 
learned the art of sailing on the ocean, and imported into this 
island the 17 cyphers they used in their writings; and thus 
insulated on a remote island, and cut off from any intellectual 
intercourse with the polished people of Greece and Rome, they 
were left to the improvement of their own stock. In such a 
situation their improvement must have been slow as well as 
gradual. It took them time to form their barren Scytho- Celtic 
dialect (first used in the greater division of Europe) into a 
nervous and copious language, stripped of its original consonen- 
tal harshness. It is still preserved in our old books, and dis- 
covers to us the corruptions of our common people, who are 
corrupting it more and more every day, even in places where 
the English language is not yet used. By the way, how could 
the language of the third century in your country be preserved 
pure to this day in the Highlands of Scotland ? How could 
the poems of Ossian be preserved by oral tradition through a 
period of 1,500 years? In our old written language, we dis- 
cover that the speakers were a cultivated people, but their cul- 
tivation was local; and on that score the discovery of what it 
was, among this sequestered people, is an object more interest- 
ing to us than one offered to investigation from a bare principle 
of curiosity. 

To you, Sir, and to disengaged writers like you, it is left to 
bring this subject of Scotish antiquity out of the darkness 
spread over it. The lights which the revolution under our 
Tuathal (surnamed the Acceptable) afford will be of great use 
to you. At the close c£the first century, the Belgians of Ire- 
land revolted against their Scottish masters — expelled the old 
royal family, and setup a monarch of their own blood. Tua- 
thal, the presumptive heir of the Heremonian line, was con- 
veyed to your country — his mother, Ethnea, being the daughter 
of the king of the Picts, he was protected there under his grand- 
father. Grown to maturity, he returned, and after subduing 
all the enemies of his house, he mounted the throne of Tea- 
mor. Soon after, in a convention of the states, the crown of 
Ireland was by a solemn law declared hereditary in his family, 
and from this epocha, which commenced A.D. 1 30, to the es- 
tablishment of Christianity, we have a series of authentic his- 
tory productive of great men and great actions. 

I shall owe much to your indulgence if you pardon all this 
before I come to the chief subject of your letter. Of all that 
I could find relating to your country, I shall in my next send 
you transcripts and literal translations ; but I must confess 
that I have not hitherto met with much that has not been pub- 
lished in the last age by Mr. O' Flaherty. In the book of 
Balimote, I find our antiquaries concurring with Bede in the 
establishment of Carbry Riada, as the leader of the first colony 
of Scots in Britain, supported there partly by the indulgence 
of the Picts, and partly by the negociating power of the 
wisest of our monarchs, Cormac Ulfada, Carbry 's cousin-ger- 
man. The second great colony was established by Carbry's 
posterity, the Sons of Erk abont the year 503. The succes- 
sion of the Dalraida kings from that period, with the years of 
reigns down to Malcolm Canmor, has been preserved in the 
poem quoted by Mr. O' Flaherty, a copy of which I possess and 
the original, wi f h a translation, shall be remitted to you, as 
soon as I recover a little from my present languid state, 
bound by rheumatic pains. That the Tuatha de Danan ar- 
rived in Ireland from North Britain, and subdued the Belgians 
all our documents aver. 

Be assured, Sir, of any service I can render you in your pre- 
sent undertaking. The more it is agitated by able writers the 
more the truth of history will appear. The motto of your 



arms, Post Nubibus, makes me look up to you as the person 
who will disperse the cloud cast on our history. I scarcely have 
room to subscribe myself, 

Your very obedient servant, 

CHARLES O'CONOR. 

ECONOMY OF FUEL. 

The scarcity of fuel which prevails in many parts of this 
country, is a source of great misery to the poor. In France, 
where in many parts timber (the general fuel) is so dear as 
to be one of the most expensive articles in housekeeping, the 
ingenuity of the people has suggested many expedients for 
extending the beneficial effects of a single fire. One of these, 
as extremely simple, we lay before our readers, and as its ex- 
pence is very trifling, we have little doubt but that humanity 
will cause its adoption by every gentleman and farmer build- 
ing labourers' cottages. We suppose that the chimney is 
placed in the middle, as it ought to be in every two-roomed 
house. In building the fire place, a small chamber about 
fifteen or eighteen inches in length, about eight inches in 
depth, and about twelve or fifteen inches in height, it is to be 
left in the wall behind that part of the hearth where the fire 
is generally placed. From the top of this to the second room, 

a tube about an inch in diameter passes through the wall 

this may he a piece of an old gas pipe. The front of the 
chamber we have mentioned is formed by a plate of wrought 
or cast iron from a quarter to half an inch in thickness. Against 
this the fire is made' which heats the air in the chamber, ani 
the heated air ascending, passes through the tube and warms 
the second room. The chamber behind the fire may be sup- 
plied with cold air by a smaller tube passing horizontally 
from the second room into the bottom of it. It may be 
necessary to have a small flue passing from the top of a room 
thus heated through the chimney. We furnish a section of 
such a fire place as we have described, which will enable any 
mason to build it. 




a The chamber, bb The meta*l front, cc The larger tube 
d The smaller, ee The flue, two inches square. F F The 
ridge of the house. 1 Kitchen. 2 Sleeping room, or second 
room. 

The whole additional expence of this fire place would not 
exceed ten shillings, and would add much to the comfort of 
the occupiers. The metal plate should cover the chamber 
well, lest a spark should pass through the tube and do mischief. 
It should be well fixed and immoveable, and may even thus be 
sometimes useful as a griddle for baking a cake laid against 
it when heated 

The tubes in warm weather could be stopped with corks, 
and even were the chamber air tight, a thing not to be ex- 
pected, there would be no danger, as the expansion of the air 
would expel the corks. J. E. H. 
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